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[image: ]The Library at Sagamore Hill is filled with all sorts of fascinating objects! A personally curated collection, it features deliberately chosen objects that inspired and brought joy to Theodore Roosevelt as he worked or spent time with his family. One such object is a Norwegian Flagon on the mantle.

The flagon, a ceremonial drinking cup, was presented to him in 1910 by King Haakon VII of Norway. It’s silver and features a number of engravings referencing Norse sagas as well as Theodore Roosevelt’s name along the lid. Sitting at the top is a Viking figure in full armor. Theodore, Edith, Kermit, and Ethel Roosevelt stopped in Norway during their 1910 tour of Europe. While there, they met the Royal Family of Norway, explored Christiania (now Oslo), and TR gave his acceptance lecture for his 1906 Nobel Prize. The flagon was presented to him on the day of the speech, May 5th. 

Theodore Roosevelt seemed to enjoy his time in Norway very much. He details his European trip in a long letter (over 100 pages!) to George Otto Trevelyan in 1911. He remarks that Norway is the “most genuinely democratic society to be found in Europe” and one of the closest to that of the United States that he had seen on this trip. Of the royal family – King Haakon VII, Queen Maud, and Prince Olav – he said they were “as simple and unpretentious as they were good and charming.” He appreciated that being hosted by them felt less formal and more friendly. Reading this letter though, one can tell his favorite part was spending time with the young Prince. Olav was seven at the time, and Theodore took to enthusiastically joining in his games. Even Kermit and Ethel joined in to play with him. (Olav would shortly after state that he wished he could marry Ethel.) Later that month, at the reception after the funeral of King Edward VII, he met Olav again who insisted that he play with him as he had done in his own home. Theodore of course obliged him and got down on the floor in the middle of Buckingham Palace to play!

Ethel, too, noted how important this silver flagon had been to her father. In an oral history recorded with her in 1962, she elaborated on her memory of this gift and the friendship formed between King Haakon and Theodore Roosevelt. Her father was an avid reader and was especially interested in the folk stories of different cultures. The King was impressed to learn just how much Theodore knew of the Norse sagas and that he shared the stories with his children as they were growing up. According to Ethel, the gift of this flagon was a commemoration of that connection. She also shared further a bit of the history of these drinking vessels. They were kept in a piece of furniture called a “cup-board”, and when one wanted a drink he would ask for the cup to be brought to them. This word probably sounds familiar – this is the origin of the modern “cupboard”! A flagon like this one would be shared among those gathered, similar to a loving cup.

Much like the rest of the Roosevelt family’s stay in Norway, the gift presented to him could be seen as more friendly than strictly ceremonial. It speaks volumes about the personal connection between this silver flagon and the memories tied to it that Theodore Roosevelt displayed it in a pride of place on his library mantle. He was clearly proud to own it, and it reminded him of time spent with family and friends – two things TR valued above all else. It probably also made him fondly remember getting caught play-fighting with a child on the floor of Buckingham Palace, bringing that famous grin to his face.
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